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Mumbai’s Victorian and Art Deco buildings get World Heritage tag

(Top) The Eros building at Churchgate, Mumbai, is a prime example of the Art Deco architecture,
and the Victorian buildings along the Oval Maidan.Vivek Bendre, Arunangsu Roy Chowdhury  

The Elephanta Caves and the Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj Terminus (CSMT) in Mumbai now have
a companion on the UNSECO World Heritage Site List. The city’s Victorian and Art Deco
ensembles were given the green light by the International Council for Monuments and Sites, an
advisory body to the UNSECO, thus securing India its 37th World Heritage site, and Maharashtra
its fifth.

Notable structures

The buildings around the Fort, Churchgate and Marine Drive areas of the city, with notable
structures such as the Bombay High Court, Elphinstone College, the National Gallery of Modern
Art and CSMT, form a part of the collection of Victorian, Neo-Classical and Indo-Saracenic
architecture in the city. Residential buildings along Oval Maidan and around the Cricket Club of
India, and the first row of buildings along Marine Drive, as well as the Regal and Eros cinema
theatres, are part of the Art Deco cluster. Mumbai’s Victorian buildings are amongst the finest and
most cohesive 19th century Victorian architecture in the world, and the city’s Art Deco buildings of
the 20th century make up the second largest homogenous collection in the world.

The Nomination Dossier presented to UNESCO was prepared by conservation architect Abha
Narain Lambah, who has been working on this project for 14 years.

Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis said, “Mumbai’s tourism and culture would be hugely benefitted
if this nomination succeeds... It would [now] have the unique distinction of being both a financial
capital and a World Heritage Site.”
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In a Remarkable Achievement, India gets its 37th WORLD UNESCO World HERITAGE SITE.
Ministry of Culture

In a Remarkable Achievement, India gets its 37th WORLD
UNESCO World HERITAGE SITE.

Victorian Gothic and Art Deco Ensemble of Mumbai declared
as a World Heritage Property by UNESCO in Manama,
Bahrain today

Posted On: 30 JUN 2018 2:39PM by PIB Delhi

In yet another landmark achievement, India’s nomination of the "Victorian and Art Deco
Ensembles of Mumbai " has been inscribed on  UNESCO's World Heritage list. The decision was
taken at the 42nd session of the World Heritage Committee of UNESCO at Manama in Bahrain
today. As recommended by the World Heritage Committee, India accepted the renaming of the
ensemble as “Victorian Gothic and Art Deco Ensembles of Mumbai”.  

  

 



cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m
crackIAS.com

Rajabai Clock Tower as part of the Victorian Gothic and Art Deco Ensemble of Mumbai.

 India has been successful in securing the inscription of the "Victorian Gothic and Art Deco
Ensembles of Mumbai” on UNESCO's World Heritage List under Criteria (ii) and (iv) as defined in
the UNESCO's Operational Guidelines.    

This makes Mumbai city the second city in India after Ahmedabad to be inscribed on the
World Heritage List. In the past 5 years alone, India has managed to get inscribed seven of its
properties/sites on the World Heritage List of UNESCO. India now has overall 37 World Heritage
Inscriptions with 29 Cultural, 07 Natural and 01 Mixed sites. While India stands second largest in
number after China in terms of number of World Heritage properties in ASPAC (Asia and Pacific)
region, it is overall sixth in the world.

On this historic moment, the Union Minister of State for Culture (I/c) Dr. Mahesh Sharma has
congratulated the residents of Mumbai and the entire country for this landmark achievement. In his
statement, the Minister said that the international recognition to the heritage precinct of the city of
Mumbai is a matter of great pride to the nation and it will boost the local economy in a number of
ways. He also added that this achievement is expected to give a tremendous fillip to domestic and
international tourism leading to increased employment generation, creation of world-class
infrastructure and augmentation of sale of local handicrafts, handlooms and heritage memorabilia.
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University of Mumbai as part of the Victorian Gothic and Art Deco Ensemble of Mumbai.

 The Ensemble comprises of two architectural styles, the 19th century collection of Victorian
structures and the 20th century Art Deco buildings along the sea, conjoined by means of the
historical open space of the Oval Maidan. Together, this architectural ensemble represents the
most remarkable collection of Victorian and Art Deco buildings in the world which forms the unique
character of this urban setting, unparalleled in the world.
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The Ensemble consists of 94 buildings primarily of 19th century Victorian Gothic revival and early
20th century Art Deco style of architecture with the Oval Maidan in the centre. The 19th century
Victorian buildings form part of the larger Fort precinct situated to the east of the Oval Maidan.
These public buildings include the Old Secretariat (1857-74), University Library and Convention
Hall (1874-78), the Bombay High Court (1878), the Public Works Department Office (1872),
Watson’s Hotel (1869), David Sasoon Library (1870), the Elphinstone College(1888), etc. The Art
Deco styled buildings to the west of the Oval Maidan were raised in early 20th century on the
newly reclaimed lands at Marine Drive and symbolised the shift in expression to represent
contemporary aspirations.

 

The inscription has been done under Criteria (ii) and (iv) as defined in the UNESCO's Operational
Guidelines. Criterion (ii) refers to the important interchange of human values, over a span of time
on development of architecture, monumental arts, town planning and landscape while Criterion (iv)
refers to being an outstanding example of a type of building, architectural or technological
ensemble or landscape which illustrates a significant stage (s) in human history. This achievement
is especially remarkable in the view of the successive inscription of another Indian city after
Ahmedabad last year.

In addition, 42 sites from the country figures in the Tentative List of World Heritage and the
Ministry of Culture would be recommending one property every year for nomination to UNESCO.

  Empress Court as part of the Victorian Gothic and Art Deco Ensemble of Mumbai 
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National mission for manuscripts (NMM) has digitized 283 lakh pages of 2.96 lakh manuscripts till
date: Dr. Mahesh sharma
Ministry of Culture

National mission for manuscripts (NMM) has digitized 283
lakh pages of 2.96 lakh manuscripts till date: Dr. Mahesh
sharma

Posted On: 23 JUL 2018 5:11PM by PIB Delhi

In 2003, National Mission for Manuscripts (NMM), a Mission mode Project, was launched by the
Ministry of Culture for documentation, conservation, preservation and digitization of
manuscripts.Till date NMM has documented 43.16 lakh manuscripts, conserved 434.56 lakh folios
of manuscripts, digitized 283 lakh pages of 2.96 lakh manuscripts and published 44 rare and
unpublished manuscripts.From its inception in 2003 to 31st March, 2018, an amount of 9666 lakh
was released by the Ministry of Culture and an amount of9544 lakh was spent on it.

 

      The manuscripts documented and digitized by the NMM will be made available to researcher
and scholars through a Trusted Digital Repository.   The ultimate object of the Mission is to
establish a Digital Manuscripts Repository at IGNCA in which researchers and scholars can view
and consult the manuscripts to understand our past in its totality.

 

 

The above details was given by Dr. Mahesh Sharma, Minister of State (Independent charge) for
culture in reply to an Unstarred Question in the Lok Sabha, today.

 

NB/PS
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India’s Magna Carta

This month marks the 100th year of the publication of the ‘Report on Indian constitutional reforms’,
commonly known as the Montagu-Chelmsford Report (MCR). Edwin Montagu, then Secretary of
State for India, had advocated for increased participation of Indians in the British Indian
administration and had begun consultations nearly a year earlier. After many meetings with Indian
representatives, Montagu and the then Governor-General, Lord Chelmsford, published the MCR
on July 8, 1918.

The MCR stands out for proposing some of the most radical administrative changes and for giving
provincial legislatures the mantle of self-governance. To this extent, the report advocated the need
“to emancipate the local governments and legislatures from central control; and to advance, by
successive stages, in the direction of conferring responsible government on the provinces.”

The Montagu-Chelmsford Committee visited Madras Presidency to gather the views of political
leaders. T. Varadarajulu Naidu’s book, Justice Movement 1917, informs us that senior members of
the Justice Party led by Sir Pitti Theagaraya met the Committee and made extensive demands,
which included the “creation of municipalities and local body institutions with sufficient autonomy to
handle their local issues... bereft of the intrusive control of the Government.” They further
demanded that administration of the Presidency be eventually moved to the local legislature. To
this end, they suggested that departments in administration be placed under the control of
legislatures.

Ultimately, the MCR established the framework for devolution of powers and gave credence to the
cry for self-governance. This cannot come as a surprise because the report recommended that
“the Provinces are the domain in which the earlier steps towards the progressive realisation of
responsible government should be taken”. Another one of the most far-reaching objectives of the
report was to elucidate the principle of accountable governance by directing that the “Government
of India must remain wholly responsible to Parliament.”

Thus was laid the platform for the development of a responsible government. However, in the
32nd session of the Indian National Congress, led by British theosophist Annie Besant, there was
strong opposition to the Montagu declaration as something that “was unworthy of England to offer
and India to accept.” However, Besant later accepted the reforms as essential for the progress of
British India.

The MCR would go on to become the basis for the Government of India Act, 1935, and, ultimately,
the Constitution. The key principles of responsible government, self-governance and federal
structure grew out of these reforms. The MCR on Indian constitutional reforms along with the
Montagu Declaration are, thus, worthy claimants of the title of the Magna Carta of modern India.

The writer is an advocate, and spokesperson of the DMK

Sign up to receive our newsletter in your inbox every day!

Please enter a valid email address.

This refers to the tendency to form friendships and other forms of interpersonal relationships with
people we come across often in our daily lives.

Our existing notification subscribers need to choose this option to keep getting the alerts.



cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m
crackIAS.com

END

Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com


